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The Early Bumblebee (Bombus pratorum) on Crocus 

Photo by Chrissie Garside 
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Ian Cross: This is a queen of the Early Bumblebee (Bombus pratorum) on 

Crocus. Overall, this has been a late spring for bumblebees with only two 

species seen to date (15th March). 

 

 

 

Why do we use capital letters for proper names?  

 

Ian Cross: I can definitely identify the above photo as an Early Bumblebee, but 

my experience (comparing to previous years’ observations) means I can 

definitely say it wasn’t an early bumblebee.  

 
 

 

A few 2023 Spring firsts: 
 

20 Jan  1st bumblebee (queen Buff-tailed Bumblebee) 

31 Jan  1st Chiffchaff song 

5 Feb   1st Frog spawn 

7 Feb   1st Dartford Warbler song 

14 Feb  1st Peacock butterfly & 1st Brimstone 

19 Feb  1st Red Admiral, 1st Wood Ants massing on nest 

21 Feb  1st Toad spawn 

2 March  1st Small Tortoiseshell 

3 March  1st Common Lizard 

16 March  1st Blackcap song 
 

Has anyone observed any of the above earlier? 
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Current Forestry England Heathland Restoration at Affpuddle 

(Marl Pits Wood) 

 

Adrian Middleton: Earlier this week Kasia Robins and I met Mark Warn BEM 

Forestry England Wildlife Ranger, who kindly gave of his time and knowledge 

to discuss in some detail the current FE maintenance work in Affpuddle. Fairly 

recently Mark had carefully outlined this programme in one of our wildlife 

newsletters.  

 

This work has involved mainly felling of mature conifers along with birch, The 

intended outcome is to increase the existing extent of heath along the ride 

edge and looking ahead, the development of a mosaic of open heath and 

mixed woodland on the adjoining slopes.  Bramble stands and trees with 

honeysuckle growth will be retained. There are ultimate plans too for the 

introduction of off-track wet scrapes to try and give the waterborne species 

another option besides the ditches.   

 

It is also worth recalling the other restoration of heathland on Pallington 

Clump (about 4.5 hectares) and elsewhere at Affpuddle (10 .6 hectares). 

 

This welcome opportunity to meet up reminded me of my time spent enjoying 

walks in this area over the last forty years up to the present date: something 

which I know many other people share with me. During this period I can recall 

seeing birds including Nightjars and Stonechats, reptiles such as Grass Snakes 

and Adders and amphibians including the Palmate Newt, many butterflies 

including Silver-washed Fritillaries, White Admirals1 and Graylings and a 

number of dragonfly species. It is a long list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 The White Admiral sightings were pre 2000 and mainly 1980-1990 and up to 
1999 but not since. The map ref SY799921. Over a several 100 yards stretch 
along the FE vehicle track edge on bramble flowers in sunny summer weather. 
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Male Palmate Newt near garden pond in Affpuddle, showing the characteristic filament at 

the tip of the tail and the black webbing on the hind feet.  

Photo by Adrian Middleton 

 

 

We discussed the maintenance work of the last few months in this area 

including the felling and stacking of conifers along the vehicle track and 
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adjoining ditch. Mark mentioned that the ditch developed over time as part of 

the maintenance work for the vehicle track and subsequently palmate newts 

have taken advantage of it. At our visit we saw good numbers of Palmate 

Newts in some stretches of the water in this ditch: many were in more open 

stretches of water but some were also using water where a comparatively 

small number of logs unavoidably had to be stacked once the other drier side 

of the track had been used up. All timber stacks had to be adjacent to the track 

for safe and effective removal.  

 

Mark explained that every effort will be made to remove the timber from the 

ditch as soon as possible, in the near future. Unfortunately the value of this 

particular product will mean it is not as desirable as the other stacks. Whilst 

the Forestry England Direct Production Team are in regular contact with the 

customer, the removal of this particular timber will be dependent on the 

customer involved. 

 

There are a lot of inter-active procedures in this on-going project which I 

believe will benefit, safeguard and enhance the wide variety of wildlife to be 

found here. 

 

 

Ian Cross: Despite the logs, the pond Adrian describes has a good population of 

Palmate Newts. Frogs and Toads have also spawned there in the past. The 

toads spawned this year but the frogs have been displaced.  

 

 

 

More on Marl Pits Wood….. 

Toads mating in late February 

 

Ian Cross: Lots of frog spawn everywhere at the moment. So, I stopped by at a 

trackside pool in Marl Pits wood with “the bears” (two border terriers) to see 

what was about. A few pairs of toads in amplexus were visible. One of these 

was a 'trio' with another male grasping the female from underneath. As this 

can sometimes be quite uncomfortable, or even dangerous, for the female I 

decided to remove him. 
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The dogs were intrigued as I fished the toads out and began the process of 

prising the superfluous male's arms away - quite difficult to do as they hold on 

with an iron grip and won't let go. They sniffed the toads intently and watched 

as I dropped the male at one end of the pool and the pair of toads at the other 

end.  

 

Margot (a very feisty border terrier) stood fascinated in the shallows as the 

toad pair rolled over revealing the female's belly - a beautiful expanse of ivory 

white and black marbling. I don't know if that's what prompted Margot to 

decide that she didn't want to let them go but she reached out and tried to 

paw them back into the shallows. 
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Crossbills on Erica Trust Land 

 

 
Above and Below: Crossbills near the cattle pens    

Photos by Roger Hewitt 

 
 

Roger Hewitt: Crossbills brings lots of Birdwatchers and Photographers to Erica 

Trust Land. You might say “what’s new?” as we get varying numbers of 

Crossbills most years. Well, it all started when a photographer from Weymouth 

spotted Crossbills drinking from a puddle near the cattle pen just off the 

Culpepper’s Dish road. He then showed his photos on twitter and 

photographers started arriving from everywhere. Most people see Crossbills 

up in the trees but not very often coming down to drink in the open. It was a 

chance to get some good photos, so it went off quite well.  
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Crossbill by the cattle pens   Photo by Roger Hewitt 

 

 

Other Observations 

 

Roger Hewitt: A few people said they thought they heard a Dartford Warbler 

calling but had not seen it. So when it was a bit quieter I had a walk over the 

heath and sure enough it was sat on a gorse bush. I do not think there is 

enough heather or gorse for it to stay and breed, but two weeks on and it’s still 

flying around with the Stonechats. So we will just have to wait and see. It’s 

probably a local bird looking for its own territory or a young bird looking for its 

first territory. 

 

I also saw a Goshawk fly right through the middle of the heath and heard a 

Woodlark singing.  

 

It’s been a very good winter for Firecrest - my best year ever. Also there are 

still a few Snipe in Briantspuddle Water Meadows. Here I counted at least 20 

wintering Chiffchaffs. The Cetti’s Warbler has just started singing, and a pair of 

Reed Bunting have returned. Finally, I’m pleased to report that the Barn Owl is 

still with us.  
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Dartford Warbler   Photo by Roger Hewitt 

 
Firecrest    Photo by Roger Hewitt 

 

 

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor, 

Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website 

Margaret Cheetham, Editor 

Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.  

I will confirm receipt. If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received your email, so 

please make contact through  

Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a Plan B. 

mailto:macheetham@hotmail.co.uk

