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Minutes of a meeting of the Briantspuddle Village Hall Committee held on                     

  7 December 2022 in Briantspuddle Jubilee Room 

Present: Members of the Committee: Stuart Chorley (Chairman), Anne Colquhoun (Secretary),  

David Neudegg, Cindy Read, Allan Smith (Treasurer), Tamsyn Tankard-Evans and Angela Tozer. 

Also present Lesley Wilcox (Minutes Secretary). 

1. Apologies for absence – Fiona Hogger and Sally King. 

2.  Notice of conflicts of interest – none reported. 

3.  Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 2 November 2022 - the minutes were agreed 

and signed.  

4. Treasurer’s Report 

Allan had already circulated the accounts summary for end November 2022.  

Income from hiring had been close to budget and it was anticipated that this would be the same at 

the end of December. The Artsreach event had produced a margin of close to £300. 

Expenditure – electricity costs had benefitted from the Government grant of £66 pm. Ground rent of 

£80 had been paid to the Parish Council. The repairs to the roof over the kitchen caused by recent 

heavy rain on cracked tiles had not been budgeted for – cost £330. That area of roof tiled in reclaimed 

tiles would need to be monitored although it was not possible to access the roof space. Maintenance 

of the fire alarm system had cost £311. 

Allan’s forecast was that the margin at the end of the year was likely to be less than £1k. He had 

aimed to transfer £2,500 to the No 2 account to set funds aside for projects, principally the re-

thatching.  

The fixed contract with the energy supplier would come to an end in March 2023. The current 

estimate was that payment would then increase to around £300 pm.  

Allan suggested a move to on-line banking and will progress this with Barclays.  

Action: Allan 

Cheques were signed for the balance of payment for the fire alarm maintenance, the cleaner and 

Treasurer’s expenses.  

5. Treasurer’s allowance 

Stuart had previously proposed that the Treasurer be granted delegated authority to pay some 

(smaller) expenses without prior approval from the committee. However, at the previous meeting, 

Allan had said that, due to difficulties over such matters in the past he had instigated the current 

practice of seeking committee approval prior to any payments being made. It was agreed to continue 

with the current policy.  
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6. Booking Secretary’s Report 

The booking schedule to the end of the year had been distributed. Bookings had increased 

significantly from 2021 and all but one regular hirer had booked again for 2023. It was agreed that 

existing hirers should be encouraged to stay loyal to the hall but a review of hiring rates was now 

needed as the current rates had been in force for 7-8 years and costs were increasing. To be 

discussed again in February 2023.  

An event had recently been held in the hall where the organisers had undertaken to share the profit 

between the village hall, the shop and the church. Stuart felt that, in those circumstances, the hiring 

fee should be waived. As this was a Committee decision the protocol for reducing or waiving fees was 

discussed, however the majority felt that the fee should stand. Stuart registered his disappointment 

with the decision.  

7. Wi-Fi costs 

The shop had installed Broadband in 2020 and had offered the hall and the Social Club free use for a 

year with consideration being given to cost-sharing afterwards. The shop was currently paying £57 

pm. It was agreed that use of WiFi was becoming more expected and provision added to the facilities 

offered by the hall. It was therefore sensible to offer to pay the shop 1/3rd of the monthly costs rather 

than pay to have a separate system installed. However, it had to be accepted that whilst the shop was 

providing this service it could not be seen as a professional provider. Agreed that Anne will write to 

the Shop offering to contribute 1/3rd of the monthly cost. 

Action: Anne 

Consideration would be given to buying a card reader. 

8. Open Gardens 2023 

Date agreed as 10 & 11 June 2023. Stuart had received positive responses from all the garden 

owners he had spoken to. He +will discuss the requirements of the event with the previous organiser 

but issues already identified to be considered included transport Throop - Affpuddle, catering, car 

parking, the church’s Flower Festival, and registration with the Open Gardens Directory. Tamsyn 

offered to help with the organisation. 

9. Christmas events 

i. Christmas Fair (4.12.22) Although a few of the stall holders had not done as well as expected, 

they nonetheless reported that it had been a very enjoyable day and that they would return next year. 

The event had raised around £400. 

ii. Christmas Lights – judging would take place in the week up to Christmas and the award 

would take place at the New Year’s Eve party. 

iii. New Year’s Eve party – The Social Club will book the hire the hall and provide the bar; this 

arrangement is required by the terms of the licence. A minimum of 40 tickets would need to be sold in 

order to go ahead with planning the event. There will be recorded music and a buffet.  

10. Burns’ Night  

Stuart has booked the band, Rainbarrow. Tickets to go on sale in January.  
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11. Correspondence 

None received. 

12.  Any other business  

i. Allan asked committee members to donate a prize to the 100+ Club Christmas draw.  

ii. More tea towels needed to be purchased for the kitchen. 

iii. David Neudegg agreed to take over the post of Vice Chairman of the Committee. 

14. Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 4 January 2023. 

 

 

Lesley Wilcox 

Minutes Secretary 


