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Above: Grey Squirrel  Photo by Adrian Middleton 

Below: One Wood Pigeon and eight Collared Doves on the lawn    

Photo by Adrian Middleton 
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Butterfly Update for 2022 

 

Roger Hewitt: You would have thought with all that very hot sunny weather we 

had, I would be saying “what a great year for our butterflies”. But I do not 

think it was. I think the spring butterflies faired okay, but for the summer ones 

it got a bit too hot. To record the numbers meant being out early, because by 

early afternoon they were looking for the shade out of the sun. The vegetation 

and food plants all dried up and the caterpillars probably did not make it 

through their circle. This we will find out next year when we do our surveys to 

see what the numbers are.  

 

According to Butterfly Conservation, following the drought in 1976 it took eight 

years for most of the butterflies to recover their numbers. Let’s hope it will not 

be that long this time.  

 

I managed to spot 33 species this year, but only Silver-studded Blue, Grayling 

and Speckled Wood had a good year. Silver-studded Blue bred well, and I 

recorded good numbers, but their season was short due to the heat. Grayling 

and Speckled Wood went on well to the autumn.  

 

 
Small Copper   Photo by Roger Hewitt 
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The following butterflies did okay, but not in the numbers I would normally 

see: Meadow Brown, Marbled White, Ringlet, Large Skipper, Small Skipper, 

Painted Lady, Small Tortoiseshell, Common Blue, Red Admiral, Comma, 

Gatekeeper, Green-veined White, Large White, Small White, Small Copper, 

Peacock, Holly Blue, Brimstone, Small Heath, Silver-washed Fritillary, Purple 

Hairstreak and Orange Tip.  

 

These other few butterflies are only seen in small numbers but numbers 

looked to be about the same as other years but I do worry that some of these 

might just disappear. They are: Green Hairstreak, Dingy Skipper, Grizzled 

Skipper, Brown Argus, Wall Brown, Essex Skipper, Small Blue and Clouded 

Yellow.  

 

Every year one Butterfly or another catches the weather wrong for breeding 

but they generally bounce back. Some even catch the weather right for 

breeding and have a good year. 

 

 
Painted Lady    Photo by Roger Hewitt 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

Butterfly Numbers: the national picture 
 
Butterfly Conservation has not yet published its annual report. However, a 
number of newspapers and websites have reported concerns, for example:  
 
… experts are worried the UK's population of butterflies and day-flying moths 
is still in decline, with wildlife charity Butterfly Conservation describing the 
numbers as "worryingly low". 

Dr Richard Fox, head of science for Butterfly Conservation, said: "We might 
have expected this summer to have been a much better one for butterflies 
given the good weather we experienced in many parts of the UK. 

"The fact that more butterflies weren't seen is concerning and it's clear that 
much more needs to be done to protect and restore habitats to aid nature 
recovery. 

"The sun could shine for days on end, but we still won't see more butterflies 
unless there is habitat for them to thrive in." 

https://news.sky.com/story/butterfly-numbers-worryingly-low-despite-good-

weather-12714097 

 

 
 

Wasp Activity and Difficulties in Identification 

 

Adrian Middleton: Earlier in the summer I had noticed wasp activity high up on 

the eaves of the house but left them well alone until the other day a visitor 

told me much to his consternation that dozens of wasps were flying round the 

lights in the loft where he was working. To his credit he carried on until the job 

was done and I was once again able to make sure the hatch was properly 

closed and the rest of the house secured from any invasions from these 

particular guests. 

 

A few days later in sunshine which had cleared an early frost, I noticed lots of 

wasps feeding on variegated ivy growing on the southern aspect of the house. 

https://news.sky.com/story/butterfly-numbers-worryingly-low-despite-good-weather-12714097
https://news.sky.com/story/butterfly-numbers-worryingly-low-despite-good-weather-12714097
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The insects’ general appearance reminded me of the loft ones, but what 

species were they? I could only think of the Common Wasp and the European 

(German) Wasp but was unable to make their identity match one or other of 

these. I took several photos of them (including some that had died naturally) 

and a friend suggested these were examples of the Tree Wasp (Dolichovespula 

sylvestris), a species which had never crossed my mind. I now understand 

differentiating these various species is not as straight-forward as one might 

think. Even the anchor-like mark, a regular feature on the face of the Common 

Wasp can occasionally occur in other wasp species. On close examination I also 

found that at least the bands on the head and the thorax and abdomen 

markings seemed to fit well with my friend’s identification. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Above left - Showing general size of wasp. Photo by Adrian Middleton 

Above right - Wasps on ivy flowers. Photo by Adrian Middleton 

 
Above left: Showing abdominal and thoracic markings.  

Photo by Adrian Middleton 

Above right: Showing face marks.  Photo by Adrian Middleton 
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The life span of most of these wasps might well have been prolonged by the 

very mild weather we have been having. I shall continue to keep an eye on 

them and see how they are getting on as we move on into winter. 

 

Identification: Social Wasps in Autumn 

 

Ian Cross: Adrian’s article has highlighted some interesting issues concerning 

late autumnal wasps.  

 

The first thing that struck me when I saw Adrian’s photos, was that they were 

all of male wasps. At a stroke this explains the timing of these individuals and 

the identification problems he encountered. 

 

Male wasps and young queens are produced in greatest numbers towards the 

end of the colony’s life cycle. These wasps are not particularly late – they’re 

exactly when you would expect males to peak.  

 

 
Picture 1: Common Wasp worker face – 

the spot in the middle is supposed to resemble an anchor. Photo by Ian Cross. 
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It also accounts for the misidentification as tree wasps. Tree wasps 

(Dolichovespula) tend to be larger and have slender faces compared with 

Vespula wasps. But male wasps are also generally larger and slimmer than the 

workers. So, if you are unfamiliar with the males, it’s easy to think you have 

found something different.  

 

Which brings me to the identity of these specimens. They are all males of the 

German Wasp (Vespula germanica). Many insect books tend to illustrate the 

workers of social wasps and rely very much on facial markings for ID. Typical 

workers of the Common Wasp (Vespula vulgaris) have a mark on the face that 

looks a little like an anchor (picture 1).  

 

 
Picture 2: German Wasp worker face - showing the classic three spots 

Photo by Ian Cross 
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For the German Wasp this is replaced by a triangle of three spots (picture 2). 

However, it must be stressed that this feature varies considerably (picture 3) 

and should never be relied on for identification. For critical identification 

other characters need to be examined. 

 

Unfortunately, males don’t look quite like the workers and markings are very 

unreliable. To be absolutely sure of identity the genitalia need to be examined. 
 

 
Picture 3: German Wasp worker face – a variation on the theme 

Photo by Ian Cross 

 

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor, 

Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website 

Margaret Cheetham, Editor 

Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.  

I will confirm receipt. If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received your email, so 

please make contact through  

Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a Plan B. 

mailto:macheetham@hotmail.co.uk

