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Minutes of a meeting of the Briantspuddle Village Hall Committee held on                     

  2 November 2022 in Briantspuddle Jubilee Room 

Present: Members of the Committee: Anne Colquhoun (Secretary), Allan Smith (Treasurer),        

Fiona Hogger, Sally King, Tamsyn Tankard-Evans and Angela Tozer. Also present Lesley Wilcox 

(Minutes Secretary). 

In the absence of Stuart Chorley, and there being no Vice Chairman, the Committee elected Allan 

Smith to chair the meeting. 

1. Apologies for absence – Stuart Chorley (Chairman), David Neudegg and Cindy Read. Stuart 

had provided a report. 

2.  Notice of conflicts of interest – none reported. 

3.  Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 5 October 2022 

The minutes were agreed and signed by Allan Smith.  

4. Treasurer’s Report 

Allan had already circulated the accounts summary for end October 2022.  

October’s income from hall hire was a little lower than forecast but compensated for by additional 

income in the previous 2 months. Profit from the Purbeck Film Festival event was £131.  

Electricity costs of £107pm were fixed to the end of March 2023. The hall is registered as a domestic 

facility and so has received a £66 grant with a total grant of £400 expected over the winter. At 

present, a significant cost increase is expected after March.  

Allan presented bills for ground rent, the maintenance of the fire alarm system and fire extinguishers 

and Treasurer’s expenses (light bulbs and bulb holders) for approval for payment. The Social Club 

make a proportionate contribution to the cost of maintenance of the fire alarm system of 2/9ths. 

Payments were approved. 

5. Treasurer’s allowance 

Stuart had proposed that the Treasurer be granted delegated authority to pay some (smaller) 

expenses without prior approval from the committee. However, Allan said that, due to difficulties over 

such matters in the past, he had instigated the current practice of seeking committee approval prior to 

any payments being made. He was content to continue with the current policy. 

The matter will be discussed at the next meeting.  

6. Booking Secretary’s Report 

The booking schedule to the end of the year had been distributed. Bookings had increased 

significantly from 2021 and all regular hirers had booked for 2023. It had already been agreed that 

existing hirers would be encouraged to stay loyal to the hall rather than increase hire rates. The local 

community also needed to be encouraged to use the hall for their own events and to propose ideas 

for its use. More information about the hall facilities and charges will be put in the parish magazine 

and on the hall’s Facebook page.  
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7. Wi-Fi costs 

The shop had installed Broadband in 2020 and had offered the hall and the Social Club free use for a 

year with consideration being given to cost-sharing afterwards. To be discussed at the next meeting. 

8. Open Gardens 2023 

The Open Gardens event was usually held in May or June. In the past, if the weather was good it 

could produce a profit of about £3,000. However, there was a significant amount of work in setting up 

the event. To be discussed further at the next meeting. 

9. 100+ Club 

The Club now has 141 members.  

10. Christmas events 

i. Christmas Fair – 4.12.22. 11 stall holders confirmed (max 12); 

ii. Christmas Lights – planning in progress, information to be published in the December Parish 

magazine and notices to be put around the village; 

iii. New Year’s Eve party – Stuart and Ali will plan this with help from others. The Social Club will 

be asked whether they will make a booking to hire the hall if they provide the bar; this arrangement is 

required by the terms of the licence.  

Decorating the hall will start before 24.11.22 when the Community Group plan a ‘Let’s Lunch’ event. 

11. Burns’ Night  

Planning is in hand. Sally confirmed that Auto Tow Bars will sponsor the event. Stuart has 

provisionally booked the band, Rainbarrow.  

12. Correspondence 

None received. 

13.  Any other business  

The Purbeck Film Festival evening arranged for 21.10.22 had to be cancelled as, for technical 

reasons, the film could not be shown. PFF had asked to make another booking. Traditionally, PFF 

have not been charged to hire the hall as the evening had been regarded as a community event. After 

discussion it was agreed that, if PFF made a second booking, they would not be charged for hire of 

the hall but would be asked to make a donation towards the hall’s overheads.  

14. Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 7 December 2022. 

Lesley Wilcox 

Minutes Secretary 


