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Speaker: RON LONG    BIRDS of the PANTANAL

 
 

 
We are pleased to have Ron back once 

again as our December presenter. 

 
Ron Long was the sciences photographer at 
Simon Fraser university for thirty-six years, 
during which he picked up a great deal of 
biology.  He also developed a life-long 
interest in native plants and making 
beautiful photographs of wildflowers 
became his favourite personal activity. 
 
After retirement, Ron expanded his 
wildflower photography to botanical 
hotspots around the world.  However, on a 
trip to Costa Rica in 2015, he realized that 
birds also presented opportunities for 
beautiful photography – if done right.  Since 
2015, his travels have concentrated on bird 
photography. 
 
In Ron’s talks the beautiful photographs are 
supplemented by little-known facts about 
the biology of the subjects. 
 

http://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats


Green-headed Tanager 

On this trip we take a close look at two 
regions of Brazil. 
 
The Pantanal is the largest undisturbed 
wetland in the world.  There are only two 
roads, but rivers provide almost unlimited 
access.  Travel by small boat with a local 
guide reveals a hard to believe diversity of 
birds and other wildlife all of which ignore 

the boat and allow unequaled photographic 
opportunities. 
 
The Atlantic Rain Forest could easily qualify 
as a last chance destination.  Little is left of 
one of the most historically prolific wildlife 
regions of Brazil.  But, with a knowledgeable 
guide, a taste of the bird diversity can still 
be found - and it is amazing. 
 

 

 
Red-and-Green Macaw



 

 

Rufescent Tiger Heron   Ron Long 

 

 
Black Turnstone  Brian Avent  



Zoom Meeting Invitation – for those unable to attend in person 

 
Delta Naturalists Society General Meeting 

Dec 6, 2022, 07:30 PM Pacific Time 

When you join the meeting, your microphone will be muted (off).  

You can turn your microphone and video on or off by clicking on the icons on the lower left of 
the tool bar on your windows Desktop screen.  (Other devices may have the tool bar at the top 
of the screen).  Move your mouse up or down to activate the tool bar. 

Please mute (off) your microphone during the meeting.  

You can use the Chat feature to pose questions and comments to the group. 

To see who is in the meeting, select Participants on the tool bar 

To talk, physically  raise your hand and when acknowledged by the Chair - press and hold your 
space bar to talk. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86469305036?pwd=M2l5VmoyY1lydnIyL3A0WlFxWi8vUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 864 6930 5036 
Passcode: 369468 
 
Recordings of DNS Meeting Presentations are available on YouTube via the DNS website 
 

https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-meeting-presentations/ 
 

 

The December issue of the Langley Field Naturalists’ Newsletter includes interesting articles on 

their eight latest outings as well as a list of their outings from December through March 2023.   

You may be interested in their speaker series as well.     www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86469305036?pwd=M2l5VmoyY1lydnIyL3A0WlFxWi8vUT09
https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-meeting-presentations/
http://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/


 

Geof Hacker 



 

 

Grant Edwards 

An ice spike, an unusual phenomenon that occurs when water freezes.   An ice spike is 

an ice formation, often in the shape of an inverted icicle, that projects upwards from the 

surface of a body of frozen water. Ice spikes created by natural processes on the surface of 

small bodies of frozen water have been reported for many decades, although their occurrence 

is quite rare.  

This one occurred in a bird bath. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice


SPEAKERS 2022 - 2023 

 
December 6  Ron Long - The Pantanal  
January 3  Diane and David Reesor – Botswana – the Okavango Delta 
Feb    TBA 
Mar 7   Keiran Cox – Human Impacts on Marine Ecosystems 
 
 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

For November month end:  Our current bank balance is $6,836.73. 
We currently have 56 individual memberships and 26 family memberships. 
See the financial report for full details.   

 

 

 
Bald Eagle, November 29  2022          Terrance Carr 

 



 
    White Rock Pier on a foggy November morning.            Glen Bodie 

 
Foggy Sunrise   Glen Bodie  



 

‘TRAINING’ JAYS 
 
 
Back in September, when rare California 
Scrub-Jay sightings were popping up across 
Metro Vancouver, I began noticing a few in 
our neighborhood.  Soon some were 
making visits to my backyard feeders.  They 
seemed to be following the flickers in and 
discovered some tasty treats.  I started to 
put out a few peanuts in the shell as there 
had been Steller’s Jays visiting as well.  It 
didn’t take the Scrub-Jays long to figure out 
the peanuts were a nice treat!  
  
Years ago, we had an abundance of Steller’s 
Jays, (up to 8!), overwintering in our 
neighbourhood, and I had “trained” them to 
feed out of a China cup and saucer attached 
to end of a pole.  I started by placing 
peanuts along the deck railing and a few on 
the saucer of the cup.  The Steller’s are 
smart and quickly learned to land on cup to 
pluck a peanut.  Eventually we would just fill 
the cup with peanuts and the Jays would 
happily help themselves! 
 
 

 

  
 
So, seeing their Scrub-Jay cousins were also 
enjoying the peanuts, I decided to try the 
cup feeder again.  They were more 
apprehensive at first to approach the cup, 
often doing acrobatic fly-bys to pluck the 
peanut from cup or saucer.  Eventually one 
brave Scrub-Jay would land on the edge of 
the cup and then sort through the offerings 
inside before flying off to eat or, more 
likely, to cache the treat.  Now most of the 
Scrub-Jays, (we have four regulars!), will 
visit the cup to snatch their peanut.  If we 
are tardy at getting the peanuts out, I have 
seen them perched on the cup, staring into 
it wondering when the magical peanuts will 
reappear.   
 
I still spread some peanuts along the deck 
railing as it’s always entertaining to watch 
the Jays sort through the peanuts trying to 
select the best one.  Eventually, all the 
sorting is for naught as all the peanuts are 
taken!  I estimate there must be thousands 
of peanuts cached all over our 
neighborhood by now.  My neighbour 
noticed an odd-looking Jay trying to bury a 
peanut in her garden the other day. Yup, I 
think they are going to stay for a while - I 
had better order another large bag of 
peanuts soon!   

 
Grant Edwards

 



 

 

 
Grant Edwards  



DELTA NATURALISTS CASUAL BIRDING SCHEDULE 

 
To sign up for future DNCB outings go to the signup form and put an x by your name. 
https://tinyurl.com/dncb-signup 
The person with double x by their name will be the contact for that outing. 
Their phone number is on the sign-up sheet. 
To keep the groups small, some people will go on Tuesday and some on Wednesday. 
 
The meeting times vary and are listed. They are based on driving times from Tsawwassen. 
 
Driving directions for some destinations are on the website 
 
Dec 6 & 7 
Terra Nova Regional Park in Richmond 
Meet at 9am by the Adventure Playground 
at the west end of River Rd (west of the 
north end of No 1 Rd). 
 
Dec 13 & 14 
Brunswick Point in Ladner 
Meet at 9am at the south end of River Road 
West in Ladner. 
- past the Westham Island Bridge. 
  
Dec 20 & 21 
North 40 in East Ladner 
Meet in the parking lot at 9am. 
From Hwy 10 turn south onto 72nd St. 
Turn left into North 40 parking lot (before 
you get to the railway crossing). 
Afterwards we may go to the dyke at the 
end of 72nd 

Dec 27 & 28 
Stanley Park 
Meet at 9am below the Second Beach 
Swimming Pool. 
The new parks board may reopen Beach 
Avenue access. 
If you cannot enter Stanley Park from Beach 
Ave: 
From Beach Ave turn right on Denman. 
Then left on Barclay (one block past 
Nelson). 
As you enter the park keep left on Lagoon 
Drive and go past the pub and pitch & putt. 
Turn right on Stanley Park Drive. 
When Stanley Park Drive becomes one way 
the wrong way, just past the Second Beach 
Concession, turn left into the parking area 
by the seawall 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/dncb-signup
https://dncb.wordpress.com/maps/


 
NATURE NOTES UPDATE 

 

Watch for Delta Naturalists’ Nature Notes in the online and print copies of the Delta Optimist.  

Contributions and feedback are welcomed.  Please contact Elizabeth Perrin at 

perrinep@telus.net or Syd Barber at syd.barber@telus.net 

 
January – Owls by Anne Murray, DNS.  Online in Delta Optimist Jan. 25 
February - No Nature Notes Column. Special article on Tom Bearss Bursary/Endowment Feb 14 
March – Fascinating, Misunderstood Bats, by Nicki Brockamp, DNS.  Online March 30 
April – BioBlitz by James Casey, Birds Canada.  Online April 26th, in print April 28th 
May – Avian Flu’s Impact on Owls, by Martina Versteeg, OWL.  Online May 30, in print May 26. 
June – The Joy of Listening – Bird ID, by Peter Ward, Cascade Bird Box Team. Online July 2, in 
print June 30. 
July – Invasive European Green Crab in Boundary Bay, by Marg Cuthbert, FOSB*.  Online July 
26. 
August – Why Do We Need Bugs? by Terry Carr.  Online August 23rd  
September – Return of Wintering Birds by James Casey, Birds Canada.  Online Sept 27. 
October --  Grassland Set-Aside to Provide Habitat  for Wintering Wildlife by Connor Hawey of 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust. Online Oct 25, in print Oct 27. 
November – Restoring Fraser River Estuary Marsh Habitat  – Eric Balke, Ducks Unlimited.   
Online Nov 30, in print Dec 1st. 
December – Helping Hummingbirds in Winter – Elizabeth Perrin, DNS 
 

* Friends of Semiahmoo Bay  

Nature Notes is an archive of articles published in the Delta Optimist (and online newspaper) 

 

Recent updates to our web site DNS, include: 

• Weekly Birding Reports: https://dncb.wordpress.com/2022/ 
•  
• Our New Brochures: https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/ 
•  
• New Nest Box Maps and pictures: https://dncb.wordpress.com/nestbox/ 

 

  

mailto:perrinep@telus.net
mailto:syd.barber@telus.net
https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns/publications/nature-notes/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/2022/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/nestbox/


 

 WE EXIST IN A CONTEXT AND IT IS IMPORTANT 
 

We seem to be the only creatures in nature 
who are steadily losing touch with what 
surrounds them through our fault alone. 

Every now and then a writer comes along 

who can translate complex scientific 

information into language comprehensible 

to non-specialists. Ed Yong is one such 

writer, as becomes abundantly clear in his 

book, An Immense World. How Animal Senses 

Reveal the Hidden Realms Around Us, which 

came out in June 2022.  (Richmond Public 

Library has several copies). 

Basing himself on the research of scientists 

in various fields, Yong describes how animals 

use their particular senses to survive and 

thrive. I was fascinated to learn that their 

senses allow them to discern only what is 

essential to their survival, and that it’s just a 

tiny part of the entire sensory world, but 

which includes much of what we humans 

cannot discern. Yong refers to it as the 

animal’s sensory bubble and links it to a 

German word, “Umwelt,” a connotation 

popularized by the German biologist Jakob 

von Uexküll in 1909 (“Umwelt” is defined by 

ethologists — scientists who study animal 

behaviour — as the world as it is 

experienced by a particular organism). The 

literal meaning of “Umwelt” is the world 

around (us), and in common parlance, it 

signifies the environment. 

A couple of months later, in the July/August 

2022 issue of The Atlantic, Yong published 

“How Animals Perceive the World.” In this 

article he pays particular attention to the 

interferences that are the result of human-

caused light and noise pollution: “Our 

influence is not inherently destructive, but it 

is often homogenizing. In pushing out 

species that cannot abide our sensory 

onslaughts, we leave behind smaller and less 

diverse communities. And beyond polluting 

the world with unwanted sensory stimuli, 

we’re also removing natural stimuli that 

animals have come to depend on, flattening 

the undulating sensescapes that have 

generated the wondrous variety of animal 

Umwelten.” 

Yong’s writings on the subject are thought-

provoking. They’ve made me ponder many 

things, including our human “Umwelt” — in 

other words, our setting, our horizons, how 

we relate, how we fit in. In short, our context. 

And that has led me to conclude that we are 

steadily (and not so slowly) dismantling our 

Umwelt, or context. 

Here’s a basic, straightforward example: 

many of us who live in a detached house 

have built fences or walls around the 

property, effectively isolating ourselves. The 

enclosure hides us from view as well as 

hiding the outward view from us. We’ve 

turned the focus on ourselves existing within 

a confined space, not on how we exist in the 

context of the neighbourhood. 

Another example: when we’re out driving 

there are countless distractions, all vying for 

our attention — digital devices, screens with 

icons, lights flashing, blinking, blinding — 

making it difficult to focus fully on the road, 

taking in what’s in front of us and what’s to 

the side, everything that’s part of our 

Umwelt, or context, through which we are 

moving. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/07/light-noise-pollution-animal-sensory-impact/638446/?utm_source=richmond%20news&utm_campaign=richmond%20news%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/07/light-noise-pollution-animal-sensory-impact/638446/?utm_source=richmond%20news&utm_campaign=richmond%20news%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/07/light-noise-pollution-animal-sensory-impact/638446/?utm_source=richmond%20news&utm_campaign=richmond%20news%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral


 

And what happens when we use our 

smartphones 24/7? Our context starts and 

ends with the barrier of that little handheld 

device. Our Umwelt has shrunk dramatically, 

to be encased by the rectangular frame of 

the smartphone. 

Yet the human’s Umwelt is actually much 

broader than that of any animal. We are in a 

privileged position and have the opportunity 

to see and perceive so much of what 

constitutes our surroundings. Why disregard 

it? 

Animals flourish in their sensory bubble 

when the conditions remain hospitable. 

Upset the balance and there are 

consequences, sometimes dire. Isn’t it the 

same for the human animal? 

Sabine Eiche is a local Richmond writer and art historian with a PhD from Princeton University. She is 

passionately involved in preserving the environment and protecting nature. Her columns deal with a 

broad range of topics and often include the history (etymology) of words in order to shed extra light 

on the subject. 

 
 

 
 
 



DNS Executive 
Syd Barber      President, BCN Rep. 
Elizabeth Perrin    Vice President / Speaker Co-ordinator 
Jim Kneesch     Treasurer/ DNS Facebook Master  
Joe Stephenson    Secretary 
Nicki Brockamp    Director at Large, Communications Co-ordinator 
David  Hoar     Director at Large 
Thea Beckman    Director at Large 
 

DNS Support Volunteers 
 
Mike Betts     50-50 Draw Co-ordinator  
Ken Borrie     Web Manager  
Terry Carr     Outings Co-ordinator 
Audrey Coutts    Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com 
Anita Den Dikken    Environment Co-ordinator 
Valerie Fuller     Publicity  
Geof Hacker     DNS Poster Artist & Historian 
Jack MacDonald    Audio Visual Support  
Chris McVittie    MetroVan Parks Co-ordinator 
Anne Murray    Chair, Biodiversity Committee 
Jonathan Mwenifumbo   Membership Co-Ordinator 
Paul Rennie     Audio Visual Support  
James Ronback    Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Valerie Whitlam    Social Committee; Valerie Whitlam lead, Carol Rennie 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation  Chair Anne Murray, Glen Bodie, Nicki Brockamp 

    Strategy team  Terry Carr, David Hoar, Pamela Swanigan, Chris McVittie  
Vacant     Display Co-ordinator 
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)    604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE   604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/   Bird Studies Canada 

http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/   BC Breeding Bird Atlas 
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/     

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
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http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
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https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
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WISHING ONE AND ALL A VERY HAPPY AND 

HEALTHY NEW YEAR  

 


