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A misty morning on Erica Trust land

What’s Eli been up to during his
half-term visit to Affpuddle?
Find out below!
Eli, now aged 6
Photo by Sam Spencer
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Photo by Meriel Ensom

A Horsehair Worm
Iain Freeman: I have never seen one of these before: a horsehair worm. There
are hundreds of varieties, and probably more to be discovered. This one was
found in a plastic leaf grabber that had been left out in the rain, but apparently
it did not get there by itself; it was delivered there by its host.

Horsehair worm on leaf grabber

Photo by Iain Freeman

It is about 20cm long and hardly more than a millimetre in diameter. Some can
grow to nearly 2.0m in length. Their life cycle and means of reproduction is
weird and astonishing. They are parasitic, but do not seem to kill their host and
happily do not parasitise humans, which is a bit of a relief, as I had just eaten
an apple that was on the ground next to it.

Eli returns to Affpuddle
Adrian Middleton: Eli and his family have just made a welcome return to
Affpuddle this autumn. Eli is now six. Reptiles still feature prominently in his
interests but his knowledge has broadened considerably and he knows lots
more about a very wide range of animals, be they lions and tigers or smaller
and less well-known ones like pangolins and wolverines. Eli told me his
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concerns now include zoos and the role these can play in saving rare and
endangered species.

Setting Off Photo by Sam Spencer

The late October weather has been milder than usual if somewhat unreliable
but finally we were able to dodge the showers and head off onto the heath in
sunshine. As for reptiles, many have now gone into “hibernation” so there was
an element of doubt as to which, if any, of these we would find. A smooth
snake was top of the agenda.
The common toad a regular acquaintance was missing from its usual haunt and
no field mouse appeared. But we soon spotted a large slow worm which was
encouraging. On the way we also saw darter dragonflies and Eli later
mentioned in passing he’d briefly seen a fluffy caterpillar.

Slow Worm
Photo by Sam Spencer
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We were soon in for a surprise when we saw a small grass snake, a beautiful
green colour with distinctive dark bars on its flanks and yellow-white and black
collar markings. Its general smart appearance suggested it had recently
sloughed its skin. For a few moments it was possible to photograph it but it
soon also demonstrated that well-known grass snake defence, pretending to
be dead with mouth open and tongue lolling, before suddenly righting itself
and moving off.

Grass Snake at rest (left) and playing dead (right)

Photos by Sam Spencer

We headed onwards full of anticipation. A further reward came when two
large grass snakes were seen lying together, but again quickly disappearing
from view. In his various earlier visits, Eli had seen adder and grass snake but
not a smooth snake. I began to wonder whether we were heading for the usual
negative outcome on this one.
Shortly afterwards though, to everyone’s relief, we found a tightly-coiled up
smooth snake. Deceptively still, it suddenly moved off at speed and had to be
caught by me after a rather undignified scramble (photo of this has been
confiscated).
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My licence to handle these particular animals to take detailed notes enabled us
all to have a good look at it. It was a well-behaved adult male showing typical
markings, a new individual for me. Eli was able to hold it briefly before we
released it where we had found it. Lacking keels on its scales results in the
smoothness which gives it its name, something which Eli found particularly
appealing.

Smooth Snake at rest (above)
Eli with Smooth Snake (right)
Photos by Sam Spencer

We were all feeling good, but it was time for Emma our patient driver to take
us home. Thank you Sam for your photographs too. We were already looking
forward to our next outing. Eli hopes the toad, that old acquaintance, will be
waiting for us, along with lots of other special creatures.
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Honey Fungus in Affpuddle Churchyard
Photo by Julian Francis

Last of the Summer Wine – an exceptional October?
Ian Cross: According to the Met Office, October 2022 has gone down in the
meteorological record books as the fourth warmest ever in England. Certainly,
there can be no doubt that it has produced a flurry of extreme late records for
various wildlife.
Most reptiles are thinking of entering hibernation around this time of year: but
a Smooth Snake on Black Hill on the 3rd of October, a Common Lizard on the 7th
at Oakers Bog and a Slow-worm on the 20th showed that some were willing to
make flexible plans.
Dragonflies have been a little disappointing. Common Darter and Southern
Hawker are still very active but it is quite normal for these two species to fly at
this time of year, and even well into November. A unexpected surprise was a
female Golden-ringed Dragonfly on Bryants Puddle Heath on the 13th October.
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This proved to be my latest ever record for what is normally a high summer
species. She had to be rescued from a watery grave, having been beaten down
onto the surface of a pond by an overenthusiastic male Southern Hawker.
Whether he was preying on her, or it was a case of mistaken identity I will
never know.
Despite the mild weather butterflies haven’t been particularly prominent.
Though warm, the days have perhaps been just a little too blustery and
showery with few totally calm and unbroken sunny spells.
Butterflies that hibernate as adults are absolutely capricious and unpredictable
in their appearance at this time of year. Any still, sunny day will draw them out
of their winter sleep for a quick flight round the neighbourhood. For this
reason I was unsurprised to record a Peacock making a quick sortie from its
hideaway in a clump of ivy. The inevitable Small Tortoiseshell was found
battering itself against an upstairs window. As regularly as clockwork they
hibernate in the cooler, gloomier depths of our house every autumn. And just
as predictably, they wake prematurely when the central heating goes on.
I haven’t even bothered to record the Red Admirals I see, they are such a
feature of the autumn and early winter. However, a male Brimstone on the 8th
was a welcome surprise.
It’s the non-hibernating butterflies that really let you know how the climate is
affecting butterfly behaviour. It’s been a pretty average year for Clouded
Yellows. Unfortunately, the parish hasn’t had a field of fodder Lucerne to hold
their attention this year, so there hasn’t been a ‘go-to’ place to find them. The
last I saw was a male on the 8th of October.
A warm summer regularly allows the Small Copper to squeeze in a third brood
in early October, so one seen on Bovington Heath on the 9th is quite normal.
Likewise, the Small White frequently produces third broods these days, so I
was a little disappointed to see remarkably few – my last being on Kite Hill on
the 13th.
Most surprises this month were supplied by the browns. A male Meadow
Brown seen on the 8th was unusually late (though not exceptionally so – I’ve
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seen later ones) so perhaps this was a portent of things to come. My last
Speckled Wood was a tattered example seen on Black Hill on the 28th.
Checking my records, this is the latest I’ve ever seen, so I now have fingers
crossed for my first ever November Speckled Wood.
The big story has been the Wall butterfly. This species is believed to manage a
small third brood in hot years. I’ve seen a few this October which suggests
2022 has been one such year. Above all, a male seen on the 20th October on
Black Hill is the latest I’ve ever seen by some margin.

Cauliflower Fungus (Sparassis crispa)
Photo by Patrick Grove-White
Patrick Grove-White: Here is a photo of a Cauliflower Fungus (Sparassis crispa)
about 8 inches across, growing at the foot of one of my Douglas Firs. I think it is
still expanding, and they can reach about 12 inches. My expert friend tells me
it’s edible, though I’ve never tried it!
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Date for your diaries
Briantspuddle Village Hall talk: 17 November 2022
Angie Talbot: Mike Menzies and I are jointly running a talk on the Thursday
17th November at 7.30pm in Briantspuddle Village Hall as part of Mike’s Winter
Series of Talks.
You may already be aware of the exciting rewilding project being run by the
Dorset Wildlife Trust that is underway at Bere Regis to help tackle the climate
crises, to increase biodiversity and look at how changes in farming practices
can help this to happen.
Come along to find out more from Sebb Haggett of DWT who will explain what
is going on, what progress has already been made, and will answer any
questions you may have.
Tickets are available now from Angie Talbot on 01929 472483, or from the
Saturday Coffee Shop 10am till 12 noon.
Fly Agaric
Photo by Meriel Ensom
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Fly Agaric
Photo by Meriel Ensom
Meriel Ensom: I've noticed it's a good year for Fly Agaric (and a lot of other
fungi).
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Erica Trust land updates
Lesley Haskins: Three of the four tree work sites that we hoped to tackle this
season have now been done, namely:
1
The clear-fell east of the footpath at Hollow Woods to restore
heathland. The broadleaved woodland fringe will be encouraged to thicken up.
2
The removal of the remaining hemlocks and pollarding of the limes at
the bottom of Smokeham Bottom. Very much looking forward to seeing the
limes respond to their new environment.
3
The removal of Douglas fir alongside the Affpuddle Road. Native
broadleaved woodland will be encouraged in its place.
Work on another hazel coupe close to the Affpuddle Road will be taking place
during this winter.
However, the proposed thinning of the exotic conifers between Allotments
Plantation and Chapel Cottage will be held over for another year.

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor,
Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website
Margaret Cheetham, Editor
Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.
I will confirm receipt.
If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received your email, so please
make contact through Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a
Plan B.
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