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Sleepy mammal found under some tarpaulin in the garden –
probably a Field Mouse. Photo by Jaffar Abbas

ID Questions
Photo submitted by Jerry Gallop

Ian Cross: this is a Knotgrass
moth caterpillar.
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When the devil rides out
Ian Cross: When the devil rides out, presumably he hitches his carriage up to
half-a-dozen of these. This is the infamous Devil’s Coach Horse (Ocypus olens)
our biggest and most spectacular rove beetle. Indeed, it ranks among our
largest beetles of any sort, and a large one can exceed three centimetres in
length.
This is a characteristic pose: with tail turned-up and massive jaws gaping wide.
If threatened, the Devil’s Coach Horse adopts this position and will turn to face
you. The scorpion-like tail and scimitar mandibles are very intimidating. That’s
the whole idea – to make predators leave them well alone. If that doesn’t work
they will run like the wind and, if cornered, they can produce a noxious, smelly
fluid from paired glands on the tail. The one thing they can’t do is sting.
Their scientific name reflects these abilities. Ocypus comes from the Greek for
‘fleet of foot’, olens is Latin for ‘stinking’.

Devil’s Coach Horse (Ocypus olens) Photo by Ian Cross
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Such a devilish-looking creature is, naturally, steeped in myth and superstition.
A popular belief was that when it points its tail in your direction it is, in fact,
cursing you. Legend has it that a Devil’s Coach Horse ate the core of the apple
left by Eve. For this reason, crushing one is supposed to atone for seven sins.
Simply looking at one was thought to be enough to kill you. Above all, the devil
is said to take on the form of this beetle to devour sinners.
Despite being the largest of our 1,000 species of rove beetles, it’s not a rarity
but is actually widespread and common in our area. It is found in damp
localities where there is plenty of cover and is frequent in woodland, hedges
and even gardens. It’s a fierce nocturnal hunter of all sorts of invertebrates but
occasionally appears in broad daylight. I’ve recorded it from nearly every
corner of the parish.

Toad found hiding with several others under the bell tent
Photo by Jaffar Abbas
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Grass Snakes
Painting by Chris Nother
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Adrian’s Affpuddle Updates
Adrian Middleton: In the last couple of weeks or so my routine excursions,
once the weather has faired up, usually involve a circuit of the garden and a
trip onto some of our local heathland.
The pond has recently attracted a striking black and white ichneumon wasp,
resting on an iris leaf, believed to be Achaius oratorius (though there are one
or two others with similar markings).
Ian Cross: Achaius oratorius is quite a distinctive ichneumon and one of the
commonest of the black and white species. It’s a parasite of various butterflies
and moths and the female inserts an egg directly into the caterpillar.

Achaius oratorius
Photo by Adrian Middleton
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Adrian Middleton: I had a brief sighting of a Common Shrew near an extension
of the compost hotel.
Of butterflies in the garden, there has been a one-off sighting of a Wall Brown
(only a very occasional visitor here) and several Speckled Woods all attracted
to the sunny side of buildings.

Wall Brown (left) Speckled Wood (right)

Photos by Adrian Middleton

Young Adder Photo by Adrian Middleton
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Local heaths are always something of a magnet for wildlife, and recent rewards
have included another sighting of a young Adder, a previous acquaintance,
always restless, along with a large “colony” of Ivy Bees. There were about a
thousand individuals of the latter in view at any one time –very busy indeed,
and lots of small burrows in the sand where, at one or two entrances, the bees
occasionally swarmed together briefly (as one of the photos shows).

Ivy Bees Photo by Adrian Middleton

Yellow on the Heath (Erica Trust land)
Lesley Haskins: On a walk over the heath to dispatch any remaining pesky Rum
cherries or baby exotic conifers last weekend I was struck by how much lovely
yellow gorse is establishing. I think the newsletter has already featured an
item on how there are two distinct gorse types on the heathland.
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Dwarf Gorse Photo by Lesley Haskins
There is the tall-growing European gorse (Ulex europaeus) that flowers in the
winter and spring and tends to be associated with ground disturbance of
boundary banks and roadsides etc. Then there are the low- growing gorses
that mix in amongst the heathers. Of these low- growing gorses there are two
species - and the one we find around Briantspuddle is the so called Dwarf
Gorse, Ulex minor. It flowers at the same time as the heathers in the late
summer and autumn. So very pretty.
As I took the picture of the gorse I disturbed this yellowy green butterfly with
which is not something I have noticed before on heathland I think. A Clouded
Yellow I believe. . Perhaps Ian might tell us a bit about it .....

Ian Cross: Yes, a Clouded Yellow. These mobile and restless butterflies are
great wanderers and can turn up anywhere. They are not particularly
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associated with heathland but I have seen them a few times on Erica Trust
Heath.
They are migrants to Britain and a few show up in most years. Very roughly
once a decade you get a particularly large influx – these are the famous
‘Clouded Yellow Years’. This year has been merely average but I am still seeing
the occasional individual. My latest sighting in the parish was a female seen on
the 2nd October.

Clouded Yellow

Photo by Lesley Haskins

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor,
Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website
Margaret Cheetham, Editor
Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.
I will confirm receipt. If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received
your email, so please make contact through
Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a Plan B.
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