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Fungal ID Question: Photos submitted by Jaffar Abbas

Ian Cross: One of the many species of mushroom in the genus (Agaricus) which
includes the Field Mushroom, Horse Mushroom any many others.
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Why do we call a butterfly pupa a ‘Chrysalis’?

Comma chrysalis showing its brilliant metallic gold and silvery-white spots
Photo by Ian Cross
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Ian Cross: The pupa or chrysalis is the stage in the development of a butterfly
or moth that comes between the caterpillar and the winged adult. In this stage
the tissues that form the caterpillar are dissolved into an insect ‘soup’, then
rearranged to form a butterfly or moth.
But why ‘chrysalis’? And, for that matter, why does chrysalis only apply to
butterflies whilst the equivalent in a moth is called a pupa?
Chrysalis comes from the Greek word ‘chrysos’ meaning gold. This is in
reference to the brilliant, metallic gold or silvery-white spots on many butterfly
chrysalises. The comma chrysalis in the picture above shows these quite well
(although in some tropical butterflies the effect can be dazzling).
There’s lots of speculation as to the reason for these metallic reflections. They
mainly have something to do with camouflage: the bright spots may look like
beads of dew, reflect the colours of the surroundings or just serve to dazzle
and disorientate a predator – though, to me, none of the explanations are
totally satisfying.
Interestingly, the old term for lepidopterists – now long out of use – was
‘Aurelian’. This comes from the Latin ‘aurelia’, for a chrysalis which itself
derived from ‘aurum’ meaning gold. Thus it derived for the same reason.
(Sometimes I think I would be quite happy to be called an Aurelian.)
The equivalent stage in moths doesn’t have these metallic spots, so is referred
to as a pupa which comes from the Latin word for a doll – moth pupae tend to
be rounded, chubby things.

Pied Flycatcher and Spotted Flycatcher
Roger Hewitt: It was nice to catch up with this female Pied Flycatcher on 9th
September. I found it upstream from the main road bridge in Briantspuddle,
with more Spotted Flycatchers.
What a year the Spotted Flycatchers have had! I have counted more this year
than any other year and they are still coming.
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The Pied Flycatcher is another bird that breeds in the west of Britain. It’s still
breeding on Dartmoor, but mainly in Wales. Its migration route in autumn
takes it first to Portugal where it stops for around 11 days to feed up. It then
goes around the western edge of the Sahara and stops in Senegal or
Mauritania for a further feed. Their final flight for their winter takes them to
Guinea, Liberia and the Ivory Coast. However, there is still more to be learnt
about their migration routes and their ecological requirements.

Spotted Flycatcher (above) and Pied Flycatcher (below) Photos by Roger Hewitt
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Hornet Robberfly
Adrian Middleton: Whilst on an excursion on heathland, subject to restoration,
I came across this Hornet Robberfly, a very impressive predatory insect of
somewhat fearsome appearance. It bears some resemblance to the Hornet
itself with its black and yellow markings but whilst one of our biggest flies, it is
not harmful to us. It reminded me that Roger Hewitt provided an interesting
photo of two mating in an earlier newsletter (2020/109) and there have also
been other accounts of the Hornet Hoverfly (see 2021/167 for a feature on
Hornet Robberfly ecology and robberflies of Erica Trust Heath). The Robberfly I
saw enabled me to take a photo when it landed on a stony track but it soon
buzzed off quite noisily, only to re-alight a few yards ahead. It didn't catch
anything during my watch, but it was a timely distraction when I had otherwise
been looking for reptiles.

Hornet Robberfly

Photo by Adrian Middleton
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Little Egret at Moreton
Photo by Helen Frost

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor,
Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website
Margaret Cheetham, Editor
Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.
I will confirm receipt. If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received your email, so
please make contact through
Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a Plan B.
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