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Eli with adult Palmate Newt
Photo by Sam Spencer

Eli returns to Affpuddle
Adrian Middleton: Eli has just been back to Affpuddle with his family, still very
keen on natural history and raring to carry on our quest for reptiles and other
wildlife where we left off last April.
Our initial wildlife search began with a quick inspection of the Compost Hotel
but all was quiet there. This was followed by a search for amphibians which
seemed most likely to bring rewards given the wet weather. We started at the
garden pond and soon found some 15 or so newtlets, likely to be Palmates as
Common Newts had never been seen there, although in both there are strong
similarities at this immature stage. We soon also found an adult male Palmate
Newt with a small but characteristic filamentous extension to its tail.
Nevertheless it was high time we saw one or other of our native snakes which
had eluded us on all previous occasions when the seasons and conditions
always seemed to be weighed against us.

Left: Setting off.
Right: Common Toad – an
old acquaintance.
Photos by Sam Spencer
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So at the first opportunity when the sun broke through heavy clouds we set off
for some local heathland. On our way we saw an adult Common Toad exactly
where one had been seen during our last expedition. This was followed by a
Slow Worm and the discovery of an Adder’s sloughed skin with its various
typical markings. So things were looking promising.

Slow Worm (Left) and Lively Field Mouse (Right)
Photos by Sam Spencer

It was then that Sam spotted a young Grass Snake basking out by some short
heather and showing black and green colouring. Unfortunately it disappeared
before Eli and I could see it. Was this going to be our only chance?
Pressing on, we soon encountered a very lively field mouse and to our relief,
before long, we all had a fine view of another Grass Snake with its yellow collar
before it also quickly disappeared from sight into dense cover. This was Eli’s
first sighting of a British snake. This was good news and whilst a photo would
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have been a bonus there had not been a realistic opportunity for this, given
the snake’s speedy retreat.
There was more to come and as the going got tougher so it was also time for
the tough to get going, with a bit of care!

When the going gets tough Photo by Sam Spencer
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Meantime Eli soon spotted Southern Hawker dragonflies, Holly Blues and other
interesting insects as we progressed. Shortly afterwards and somewhat
unexpectedly, at last we finally encountered a richly-coloured young female
Adder under some old tin. It was quickly on the alert and ready for off, hissing
occasionally.
Sam managed to photograph the Adder so providing us with another lasting
memory of the time we had just spent successfully searching for some of our
favourite wild animals. But all too soon we had to call it a day and I had to say
goodbye to Emma, Sam and Eli. Hopefully our next meet up and wildlife
encounter will come round sooner than later, in the near future.

Sub-adult Adder Photo Sam Spencer

House Spiders
James Gallop: because of the weather, are house spiders bigger than normal
this year?
Ian Cross: no, but because of the weather they may be maturing earlier.
Around this time of year many spiders become mature and reach their
maximum size. Also adult males of the big Tegenaria species become very
active in their search for females. They wander far and wide, more often than
not ending-up trapped in baths. All this activity is why we become so aware of
them at this time of year.
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Ichneumon ID Question
photo submitted by Julian Francis
Julian Francis: Does Ian know which one this is? Fancy legs!

Ian Cross: The subfamily Ophioninae includes many of the larger, nocturnal,
Ichneumons that often come to moth traps. At the last count it contains 27
species in four genera. Your specimen's general appearance is one of these.
The Ophioninae is one of the smaller families in the Ichneumonidae (over
2,500 UK species and counting!) but, even then, identification to species can be
difficult.
Kestrel
Roger Hewitt: One bird that seems to be struggling in our parish is the Kestrel;
numbers are very low just now. I found a dead one the other day, but all that
was left was some feathers. I brought some feathers home and checked them
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out, which confirmed it was a Kestrel. I’m not sure how it died but it was
in Goshawk territory and Goshawk will take Kestrels. But I have no proof of
what killed this bird - just conjecture on my part.

Kestrel

Photo by Roger Hewitt

Goshawk

Photo by Roger Hewitt

Roger Hewitt: Goshawks are now established in our parish and there is also
another pair just outside of our parish. They are a top predator and I have
been lucky enough to see one hunting. How quick and agile it is flying between
trees, which is its natural habitat. In the open it’s not quite so good. I watched
one trying to catch a Wood Pigeon and it failed to keep up with the Wood
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Pigeon and gave up the chase. But they are great birds to see and we have to
accept that they are predators and will kill some of our favourite birds just to
survive. The only good photo I have of a Goshawk was taken at the Birds of
Prey centre at Lewell, near West Stafford.

Cranefly ID Question
Photo submitted by Julian Francis
Julian Francis: This Cranefly has the longest legs I've ever seen! So long it can
hardly walk. Not one I've seen before.

Ian Cross:
It’s a male Tipula subgenus Tipula.
There are two common ones:
Tipula paludosa and T. oleracea
which can be separated by details
of the claspers. Tipula paludosa is
the more likely but the usual caveat
applies about not basing IDs on which
is the more common species.

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor,
Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website
Margaret Cheetham, Editor
Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.
I will confirm receipt. If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received
your email, so please make contact through
Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a Plan B.
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