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Hummingbird Hawk-moth
Photo by Peter Bevis

Peter Bevis: I couldn’t get a very distinct photo of this hovering moth, but the
colours look artistic.
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Premature Leaf Fall
Ian Cross: A carpet of Beech leaves on a woodland track – nothing unusual
about that. Except, there’s a lot of green leaves among them and, what’s more,
this is only the 24th August!

A carpet of beech tree leaves Photo by Ian Cross

Frequently in the past week or two I have stood silently on a woodland track
with no noise around me apart from the ominous faint rustle of gently falling
leaves. This is a very disturbing sign – the sound of trees giving up on this year
and calling it quits. Along with the exceptional number of dead small mammals
I’ve noticed recently, this is another disturbing portent of this year’s drought.
Fortunately, although some trees are throwing in the towel for the summer,
they are not giving up on life itself. With the exception of the odd seedling on
shallow soils in unusually hot and sunny spots which has been killed outright,
most trees will leaf again as normal in the spring.
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It doesn’t seem to be all trees that are so drastically affected. Beech, with their
shallow root systems, are having a hard time but Oaks, with deep tap roots,
are carrying on as if nothing were amiss.
Indeed, I have seen some Oaks showing evidence of that other phenomenon
associated with a long, hot summer – Lammas growth. This is a second flush of
fresh green shoots that is sometimes seen around Lammas day, the 1st of
August. In good summers the trees can afford the second growth spurt and it is
a feature most often seen on oak trees.
So it’s an ill wind......

Hummingbird Hawk-moth in the house
Photo by Adrian Middleton
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Adrian Middleton: The Hummingbird Hawk-moth seems to be widespread this
year, spotted in my garden almost daily during the warm weather this summer,
always hovering over flowers such as phlox and darting here, there and
everywhere. The current sighting was only the second time in decades that I
have seen one completely still. On this occasion I found it settled on the
landing carpet one evening, almost waiting to be trodden on. I covered it over
and moved it into better light. The photo above shows a small amount of the
orange underwing and the distinctive markings on the forewings and tail,
usually somewhat blurred when seen hovering (shown in an earlier
newsletter). I had no more than three seconds grace to take the photo before
it was gone, nowhere to be seen. So I felt very lucky.

And a photo of a Hummingbird Hawk-moth taken early summer
Photo by Adrian Middleton
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Erica Trust Land Update Autumn 2022
Lesley Haskins: It has been wonderfully gratifying to have had so many reports
of the wildlife expanding over or colonising the restored habitats of our
landholding and to hear of those enjoying the recovering landscape.
With the major works completed on our main land holding west of The Hollow
Road, we are now following up with small scale improvements on some of the
more tricky bits and pieces.
Foremost amongst these will be the wet ground at the base of Smokeham
Bottom (just up from the entrance to Blackdown House) where we will be
taking out the remaining few tall conifers which have proved troublesome. The
lovely line of limes planted along the roadside, but grown so leggy because of
the conifer shading, will be crown reduced, pollarded or coppiced according to
their individual shapes - limes respond well to all these treatments.
Oaks planted last winter further up the road have managed to survive this
exceptional summer.
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Close-ups of the map on previous page

There will be some thinning out of the exotic conifers north of Allotments
Plantation i.e. mostly those which can been seen protruding above the skyline
when looking up from the bus shelter.
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Right over the in the west, alongside the Affpuddle Road, the discreet enclave
of exotic conifers will be removed.
All extraction will be either southwards through the site and/ or along the
roads to our usual the timber stack area.
Also alongside the Affpuddle Road a second tranche of coppicing will take
place and the deer fencing moved from the now well grown first tranche to
protect the new tranche.
General ongoing management will include more gorse coppicing along the 'top
road'.
On our land holding east of The Hollow Road (known as Hollow Woods) we
have previously thinned out exotic conifers west of the bisecting footpath to
encourage mixed woodland. East of the footpath we now intend to take out all
the exotic conifers to restore heathland which will connect over the road to
that owned and managed by Henry Hogger. The marginal broadleaved
woodland will of course be retained and encouraged. Like our main land, this
area also has a Wildfire Mitigation Plan, including the fire retardant
broadleaved woodland and access provision.
We hope to start in mid-September and, as always, tolerance of our operations
is much appreciated.
Do please get back to me if you have any questions.

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor,
Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website
Margaret Cheetham, Editor
Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.
I will confirm receipt. If you don’t hear from me it means I haven’t received
your email, so please make contact through
Briantspuddle Community Website and we’ll sort out a Plan B.
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