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Painted Lady on a Lady Fern 

Patrick Grove-White 
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Butterfly Update - 14 species seen so far 
 

 

Small Copper     Photo by Roger Hewitt 
 

 

 

Green Hairstreak   Photo by Roger Hewitt 
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Roger Hewitt: Butterflies are building up slowly. Despite being nice and sunny 

there is still a bit of a nip in the air at times. Orange Tips, Holly Blue,  Wall 

Brown, Brimstone and Speckled Wood are doing okay. There are some nice-

looking Large Whites out now. Small Copper and Green Hairstreak are always 

in small numbers. I have only seen one Grizzled Skipper so far and I hope I can 

report a few more next time.  

 
Bird Migration Update 

 
Roger Hewitt: Bird migration has been on the slow side this spring, with 

numbers down at coastal hot spots. But ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ still time for us to find 

something special. Some of the rarer migrants turn up in the first two weeks of 

June. Our position in relation to the south coast does not help us with spring 

migration. Some birds stop as soon as they hit the coast and feed up, then they 

will fly straight over us to their breeding grounds. Others, if the weather is 

right, do not stop at the coast and will fly straight to their breeding grounds.  

 

 

 
Northern Wheatear   Photo by Roger Hewitt 
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On their return migration in the autumn, a lot of young birds are building up 

their fat reserves. As they take their time we get a chance to catch up with a 

few more than in the spring. However, I did see this Northern Wheatear 

(above) in the meadows on the 4th May.  

 

There are a few more Reed and Sedge Warblers around now and they have 

caught the eye of the Cuckoo! I have only seen one Hobby in the parish so far 

and I hope for a few more soon. Red Kite sightings should pick up this month - I 

did see one fly over our house while I was eating lunch. The Barn Owl at 

Throop is doing his best, taking food back to one of our boxes, so I will be 

keeping an eye on them from a distance. 

 

 

Starling feeding young in cottage roof, Affpuddle 

Photo by Helen Frost 
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Oakers Wood Updates 
 

 
Above: Fledgling Blackcap.  Below: Firecrest.     Photos by Helen Frost 
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Adder  Photo by Adrian Middleton 

 
 

 

Bird updates on 10 May (Roger Hewitt):  3 Nightjars singing and 1 flying 

around on Erica Trust Land tonight. Also a Mistle Thrush was singing late right 

alongside of us in Briantspuddle. Such a beautiful song. The Cuckoo was still 

calling at 9.30pm 

 

Many thanks to: Ian Cross, Wildlife Advisor, 

Campbell De Burgh, Briantspuddle Community Website 

Margaret Cheetham, Editor 

Please send your contributions to macheetham@hotmail.co.uk.  

L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǎƻ 

please make contact through  

.ǊƛŀƴǘǎǇǳŘŘƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ tƭŀƴ .Φ 
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