
 

 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council 

The Parish Council meeting on 14th April was once again held remotely to comply with Government 

social distancing guidance. Before the meeting began, Councillors took a moment to reflect on the 

passing of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  As Chairman, I expressed on behalf of all 

parishioners our gratitude for his lifetime of service and the support he offered to Her Majesty The 

Queen throughout her reign as Monarch.  We also expressed our condolences to the Queen and the 

Royal Family for their personal loss. 

Household food waste and glass recycling collections 

The Parish Council has written several times to Dorset Waste Partnership regarding the collections of 

waste as concerns have been raised about the care that is taken with the bins. Councillors reported 

that there has been no improvement still and so the Clerk will once again make a complaint. 

Southover Woods Campsite 

An enforcement investigation is underway at Dorset Council as concerns have been raised that this 

campsite is not general permitted development and therefore planning permission should be 

sought. 

The Parish Council has now received correspondence regarding the promotion of campfires at the 

site. Councillors are concerned that there is a serious risk of woodland fires if this is not carefully 

managed. It was agreed that these concerns would be passed to the enforcement team at Dorset 

Council. 

Throop Hollow Campsite 

A Parish Councillor has been appointed to liaise with the Landowner.  The intention is to work 

through concerns that have been expressed by Parishioners to the Parish Council.  Several matters 

have so far been raised with the site owner and the Parish Council is hoping for a positive response.  

Southover Farm Slurry Lagoon 

It is a condition of the planning permission that a community liaison group be established to meet 

twice a year with the Landowner.  The Parish Councils affected by the development, Affpuddle & 

Turnerspuddle and Puddletown Area Parish Council, have agreed a joint letter to the Landowner 

making suggestions about how the group might be best formed together with a need for a 

Chairman.  Councillor Lizzie Guinn has been nominated to represent our Parish Council.  

Under the planning condition the Landowner will need to submit a proposal for the establishment of 

the group to Dorset Council for approval.  It is very much hoped that in doing so the preferences 

submitted to the Landowner jointly by both Parish Councils will be taken into consideration.  

Dorset and East Devon National Park 

The proposal for a National Park is to be debated in parliament shortly. The map showing the extent 

of the proposed National Park in Dorset includes all the AONB’s as well as what remains of Egdon 

Heath (extending up to the A35). The Parish Council agreed to write to MP Richard Drax concerning 

the matter and requesting his support for the proposal. Councillors feel that the benefits of the 



protection and funding that come with National Park status outweigh the negative impacts which 

could all be mitigated to an extent. The Parish Council will however state that it welcomes the 

suggestion that the National Park contains all rural Dorset and would suggest that any parish to be 

included is included in its entirety. In particular, the Council is keen to ensure that Affpuddle and 

Turnerspuddle Parish is not divided by the boundary of the National Park. 

Next Meeting 

As things stand from 7th May, Parish Council’s will no longer be permitted to hold remote meetings.  

Whilst these rules may change the Parish Council believes that May is too soon to return to face to 

face Council meetings in the Village Hall.  As a result the Parish Council has decided to bring forward 

the May meeting to 5th May (a week earlier than usual) so that it can be virtual.  There will be an 

Annual Parish Meeting on the 5th May at 6:30pm which is an opportunity for members of the public 

to ask questions, raise issues or discuss any parish matters. The Annual Council Meeting will follow 

and a Parish Council Meeting will  be held as usual afertwards. 

Sue Jones 

Chairman 


