
Parish Council  

The Parish Council meeting on 9th September was once again held remotely in order to comply with 

Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around movement and public gatherings 

are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all meetings remotely. 

Bus Service 

The bus that passes through Briantspuddle from Dorchester in the afternoon is operating at reduced 

capacity due to Coronavirus restrictions and is now only available to school students. This is 

understandably frustrating, but the number of other users would not be enough for an alternative 

service to be provided at this time. Busses are still running at other times of day. To support those 

who are less able to travel with restrictions in place, Briantspuddle Village Shop has increased its 

stock and the Post Office is continuing to operate. The COVID-19 Response Group is still running and 

anyone who is need of support with shopping, collecting prescriptions or similar can contact the 

group on 07745 796 118 or by emailing parishhelpline@gmail.com. 

Surface Flooding 

On Thursday 27th August there was an unusual amount of rainfall which led to flash flooding in some 

areas. Councillor Graham Lightfoot is the Flood Warden for the Parish and is working with Dorset 

Council to arrange for clearing of drains and other measures which will help to reduce flooding 

before the onset of winter. 

Camping at Throop 

The Parish Council has received a number of letters from residents who are concerned about the 

effects on the parish of the large campsite at Throop Hollow Farm over the summer.  This 

correspondence will be discussed at the October Parish Council meeting.   

Agreements between The Parish Council, Bladen Social Club and Briantspuddle Village Hall 

At its September meeting Councillors considered agreements between the various parties, in 

particular, how the Heads of Agreement dated 1986 between all three parties and the 

Memorandum of Agreement between Bladen Social Club and Briantspuddle Village Hall Committee 

sit together.   

It was noted that the effects of the pandemic continue to limit opportunities for community use of 

the Village Hall amenity, and this is frustrating for all concerned.  Councillors considered that this 

quieter time presents a good opportunity for all parties to come together to discuss the future.  The 

Parish Council recognises that circumstances change over time and Covid – 19 has brought this fact 

into sharp relief.  

The Parish Clerk will write to The Village Hall Committee and Bladen Social Club Committee to invite 

them, together with the Parish Council, to form a working group. 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 14th October. Please 

check the Parish Council section of the Community Website nearer the time for the agenda and 

information about how to join the meeting if it is once again to be held remotely. Members of the 

public wishing to raise issues or make representation in respect of any agenda item will have an 

opportunity to do so at the meeting. Alternatively, anyone who wishes to may contact the Parish 
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Clerk in advance of the meeting. Ideally correspondence should be received at least a week in 

advance as it will not be possible to add items to the agenda once it has been set. 

Sue Jones 

Chairman 


