
Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council 

The Parish Council meeting on 9th December was once again held remotely in order to comply with 

Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around movement and public gatherings 

are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all meetings remotely. 

Full Fibre Broadband 

Representatives from Dorset Council joined the meeting to make a presentation to Councillors and 

members of the public regarding a voucher scheme which would help residents and businesses to 

have full fibre broadband installed. In this case the cables would go directly to the property rather 

than to a nearby cabinet which results in higher speeds and a more stable connection. £2500 is 

available per household and £6000 per business. Residents and businesses in Waddock have already 

begun the process and properties at Rogershill Farm have had full fibre installed for six months now. 

If enough properties are willing to pool their vouchers to participate in the scheme, the vouchers can 

cover the full cost. Affpuddle is being targeted specifically because the internet speeds available 

through the cabinet there are particularly slow but most settlements in Dorset are eligible for the 

vouchers. Further details are available on the Briantspuddle Community Website. Any residents 

unable to access this can contact the Clerk for information. 

Fingerposts 

The classic wooden fingerposts are an important heritage feature of rural Dorset, but the Parish 

Council has discovered that Dorset Council, who own these, have a policy to not repair or replace 

them. The intention is to gradually phase them out. The Parish Council discussed the possibility of 

taking over responsibility for these posts within the parish and having them insured. Dorset 

Councillor Wharf has indicated that it could be possible to secure a “dowry” when adopting assets 

from the Local Authority and so the Parish Council will make further enquiries before making a 

decision. 

Briantspuddle Village Shop 

Councillors have agreed that the Parish Council will fund non-slip surfaces for the steps to the shop 

costing just under £130, which the Committee have decided to install. As the weather becomes 

wetter and there is a risk of ice, this should improve safety and accessibility.  

Roads and Traffic 

Councillors have been regularly discussing traffic concerns throughout the parish and have agreed a 

set of priorities for improving roads particularly through Briantspuddle and Affpuddle. Dorset 

Council is currently looking at 20mph limits in rural areas and it was agreed that this should be 

discussed for Briantspuddle around the crossroads and the B3390 through Affpuddle. There are 

certain criteria which would need to be met and, if it seems that these locations may be suitable, 

traffic surveys will be required to evidence current average speed. 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 13th January 2021. 

Please check the Parish Council section of the Community Website nearer the time for the agenda 

and information about how to join the meeting which will be held remotely. Members of the public 

wishing to raise issues or make representation in respect of any agenda item will have an 

opportunity to do so at the meeting. Alternatively, anyone who wishes to may contact the Parish 



Clerk in advance of the meeting. Ideally correspondence should be received at least a week in 

advance as it will not be possible to add items to the agenda once it has been set. 

Sue Jones 

Chairman 


