
Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council 

The Parish Council meeting on 11th November was once again held remotely in order to comply with 

Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around movement and public gatherings 

are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all meetings remotely. 

Traffic management 

There are a number of locations within the Parish which cause safety concerns.  The Parish Council is 

now creating a Highways Strategy which will identify key priorities for improving road safety. This 

will then be used to lobby the Highway’s Authority. 

The Parish Council, in conjunction with an interested resident, is investigating the possibility of 

establishing a Community Speed Watch Group. The Police can help to set this up but a minimum of 

six volunteers will be needed. Anyone interested in being involved in such a group should contact 

the Clerk by email for further details at clerk@briantspuddle.info.  

Tree felling in Throop 

The Parish Council has referred recent extensive tree and hedgerow removal in Throop to Dorset 

Council.  The Parish Council is not aware that any permissions have been given and is concerned to 

understand that the appropriate application was made as the land is within the Conservation Area.   

Dorset Council will continue the investigation and take any action that it deems necessary. 

Parishioners are reminded of the need to apply to Dorset Council for consent for tree works within 

the conservation area. Permission may also be needed for major works on any hedgerow. 

Briantspuddle Amenity Complex 

This has been an extraordinary year and the Parish Council would like to thank its tenants for doing 

all they can to support the community, albeit in different ways. 

The village shop and the village hall committees have worked together to facilitate the safe use of 

the shop as well as extending other offerings, including a Christmas room, into the hall.   

The village shop has gone from strength to strength and several residents have contacted to make 

the Parish Council aware of just how much this amenity has meant to them during this difficult year.  

Volunteers have done a sterling job and the Parish Council would like to thank them for all their 

efforts. 

As lockdown lifted and government restrictions eased, we saw the advent of a coffee shop run by 

the village hall committee on a Saturday morning as well as during the week. This offered a very 

welcome opportunity to socialise in a safe way.  I have seen for myself how comprehensive the 

safety precautions are and how time consuming they are to administer.  Whist the current lockdown 

means the coffee shop can’t operate as I write this article, I know it will reopen just as soon as 

government guidelines permit.  Once again thanks go out to volunteers. 

Looking forward to better times the Parish Council has invited the Committees of the Village Hall and 

Social Club to participate in a working group in order to mutually agree the best way that the 

facilities can enhance the community in the future and how the Parish Council, as landlord, can 

support them in their efforts. Positive responses have been received from both parties and the 

Parish Council has decided to extend the invite to representatives from the Village Shop Committee 

to join discussions.  Once the format of the meetings are agreed they can be scheduled, albeit 

remotely.  Councillors are optimistic about benefits of such cooperation. 



This year has been challenging for all organisation in different ways.  Meeting to talk about how the 

future might look, and how the organisation can best work together, will help ensure the complex 

can thrive at the heart of our community for when we emerge from this difficult period.  

S133/137 Grants 

The Parish Council considered a revised grant application from Affpuddle PCC. Councillors were 

pleased to award £200 to the PCC who will use the money to maintain two lawnmowers and 

purchase other grounds maintenance equipment. 

A moment to say ‘Thank You’ 

The pandemic has brought out the best response across our small rural community.  I have been 

made aware of how much the contributions of both groups and individuals has meant to so many.  

On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank everyone who has helped in any way they could 

throughout the last 9 months.  Let’s hope for a better year ahead. 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 9th December. Please 

check the Parish Council section of the Community Website nearer the time for the agenda and 

information about how to join the meeting which will be held remotely. Members of the public 

wishing to raise issues or make representation in respect of any agenda item will have an 

opportunity to do so at the meeting. Alternatively, anyone who wishes to may contact the Parish 

Clerk in advance of the meeting. Ideally correspondence should be received at least a week in 

advance as it will not be possible to add items to the agenda once it has been set. 

Sue Jones 

Chairman 


