
Dorset Best Village completion 2019 

Winner of the Previous Winners Category – Best Small Village 2019 

In 2018 the Parish Council entered Briantspuddle into the small village category of the competition 

and it was very pleased to be awarded first prize.  Winning excludes entry into the category for a 

number of years, but entry is possible to a Previous Winners section.  The Parish Council decided to 

put the Village forward.  The awards ceremony took place on Tuesday 1st October at Cerne Abbas 

Village Hall where Briantspuddle was awarded first prize in this category.  As well as receiving 

plaques there was a cash prize of £100. 

A number of factors are taken into account when judging this award, one is the absence of litter.  

The Parish Council would like to thank all those who took part in the annual litter pick which took 

place in April.  In addition, thanks go out to all parishioners who collect litter on a regular basis when 

out walking. 

 

 

Community Heritage Project 2019 

As parishioners will recall the Parish Council adopted Briantspuddle telephone box from BT for £1.  

Councillors asked parishioners how they would like to see the box utilised and the overwhelming 

choice was for an information kiosk.  Volunteers came forward to turn this aspiration into a reality 

and set about the task of designing content to fit the space, and produced photographs, illustrations 

and text to overlay onto mapping.  Overall any visitor will gain a snapshot of the history, 

architecture, natural habitat and wildlife that help to make up the parish. 

Sunday 28th April 2019 saw the official opening of the Mini Information Centre and ever since it has 

been very well received and admired by residents and visitors alike.   

The Parish Council entered the project in the Community Heritage category of the awards and amid 

some very stiff completion was awarded runner up.  In addition to a plaque there was a cash prize of 

£50. 

The complexity of this project could not have been delivered without the skill and dedication of the 

volunteers who came forward.  The Parish Council would like to thank those involved for answering 

its call for help, expertise and support. 



Setting priorities for roads and highways for the parish 

At the November meeting, Wednesday 13th November, the Parish Council will discuss its aims and 

objectives concerning roads and highways throughout the Parish.  This idea is to draft a strategic 

plan for the foreseeable future to setting priorities.  The Parish Council will then work with Dorset 

Council Highways Department with the aim of realising them.  Councillors welcome thoughts from 

residents about this matter either in writing or during the public participation section of the 

November meeting starting at 7pm in the Village Hall. 

Some examples of ideas raised so far include: 

 A path to provide a safe connection between Briantspuddle and Affpuddle.   

 Extension of the 30 mile an hour speed limit traveling from the B3390 Affpuddle crossroads 

towards the A35. 

 Cutting back of hedges along the B3390 to improve road visibility and therefore safety. 

You can submit ideas to the parish clerk clerk@briantspuddle.info 

Affpuddle temporary traffic lights - Update 

The latest update is that Highways have been notified by the architect’s project managing the 

rebuilding of Peony Cottage that the rethatching of the roof should be complete by the end of 

October.  This should mean that the scaffolding extending onto the road and thus the traffic lights 

will be removed when this work is complete. 

Concerns raised by residents  

A number of residents have recently raised concerns to the Parish Council, these include the 

nuisance caused by bonfires, dogs perceived to be dangerous, the safety issues caused by overgrown 

hedges and the proliferation of motorbikes in Sears Wood.   

Whilst the Parish Council does not have any powers to act on any of these matters (other than 

overgrown hedges) it can provide advice on how residents may progress the concerns they have 

should issues persist. 

Bonfires 

Garden waste bonfires are allowed provided only garden waste (untreated wood, branches, small 

amounts of leaves etc) is being burned, and it is not causing a nuisance. Burning only dry material 

and taking account of wind direction can help control the likelihood of a nuisance being caused. 

Plastics should never be burned because of the release of toxic chemicals which directly threaten 

human health.  

Should residents wish to take matters further this is the link to Dorset Councils website. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environmental-health/bonfires.aspx 
 
Dogs perceived to be dangerous 

mailto:clerk@briantspuddle.info
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk%2Fenvironmental-health%2Fbonfires.aspx&data=01%7C01%7Csue.jones%40silversands.co.uk%7C1cff7c521a6d4d3ac7c308d74caaa2ee%7C7a52d5027a9b41a19e67457f7968e2be%7C1&sdata=tXoq2yh6S495vtydpPTY2uPLP5NbQDVa0UbO%2FXvpH2M%3D&reserved=0


 
Should you wish to report a dangerous dog please follow the link to Dorset Council’s website.  For 
our area the site still points you to Purbeck. 
 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environmental-health/dog-warden-service/dog-warden-service-

in-purbeck.aspx 

Cutting back of overgrown hedges 

This matter has been referred to the Parish Council as a road safety issue.  Overgrown hedges do 

impair both visibility and the ability for vehicles to pass in narrow lanes.  It may be that residents are 

planning to use this month to cut back hedges and the parish council would be most grateful for this 

effort.  If problems persist then the parish council is tasked to report issues to Highways who will 

liaise directly with landowners.  In some cases, Highways will carry out the work themselves and 

seek to recover their costs from residents. 

A helpful pamphlet published by Dorset Council has been added to the Parish Council section of the 

website.   It is entitled Hedges, Trees and the Highway.  It details responsibilities and offers 

guidelines when it comes to cutting back.  This can be viewed as an annex to the publication of the 

Parish Magazine article. 

Motorbikes in Sears Wood 

Should you encounter motorbikes in Sears Wood please report this nuisance to the local police by 

calling 101.  It would also be helpful if you could report that you have done so by emailing the parish 

clerk.  If Councillors have evidence that parishioners have reported incidents, they can work with the 

police to add resources (including off road vehicles) in attempt to pursue and deter offenders.  
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