
Trialling a new approach to road verge cutting and other action to support sustainability. 

The Parish Council has asked the Dorset Council Ranger service to trial “cut and collect” on road 

verges between Briantspuddle crossroads and the B3390. This means that instead of flailing the 

verges and leaving the cut material on the verge to decompose, it is collected for disposal 

elsewhere. It is early days for this technique and the current equipment only functions efficiently on 

fairly horizontal and even surfaces. However, the Parish Council looks to the longer term potential of 

cut and collect to reduce the plant nutrient levels in verges which have built up over the years 

because of nitrogen oxides from vehicle exhausts, agricultural inputs, and the mulching effect of the 

current approach. Certain plant species such as cow parsley and nettles thrive in large areas of the 

verges at present, but the expectation is that as nutrient levels are reduced  a wider range of wild 

flowering plants will develop and vegetation growth overall will become less vigorous. This should 

result in less need to cut and greater biodiversity overall in the verges. More attractive verges with 

richer flora and fauna, safer road visibility, lower costs and lower emissions are outcomes we are 

looking to achieve. If worthwhile gains can be demonstrated, we will look to introduce the approach 

more widely. 

The Parish Council is mindful of the importance of lowering greenhouse gas emissions, thereby 

supporting Dorset Council’s declaration of a climate emergency in May of this year. The Parish 

Council has consulted Low Carbon Dorset on the actions it can take to reduce emissions and is 

committed to having representation at events currently being planned specifically for Parish 

Councils. The groups who make use of the buildings on land owned by the Parish Council in 

Briantspuddle are currently considering whether to approach Low Carbon Dorset to have their 

eligibility assessed for technical assistance and possible grant aid to help them with actions to 

reduce carbon emissions. 

S137 and S133 Grants 

Each year the Parish Council has set aside a sum of money which can be applied for by local 

organisations for projects which will be of benefit to residents within the parish of Affpuddle & 

Turnerspuddle.  This year the Parish Council had budgeted £500 for such awards. 

The parish Council received two applications a summary of both are produced below; 

Applicant and 
amount 

applied for 

Purpose of 
the grant 

How the proposal will benefit the Parish or all or 
some of its inhabitants 

Quotation 

Affupddle PCC  
A contribution 
of £200 (or 
whatever the 
PC feel 
appropriate). 

A new large 
mower to 
cut the grass 
in the large 
churchyard.  
The previous 
mower is 
beyond 
repair. 

 Local residents are buried in the 
churchyard and it is important to their 
families that the grounds are well 
maintained. 

 It is a beautiful situation and a facility for 
all, people often take time to just sit and 
think by the river.   

 Mowing and strimming is needed to 
maintain safe access to all areas. 

£899 

BVHC  
A contribution 
of £700  

To purchase 
a floor 
scrubber to 

 The annual deep clean is currently carried 
out manually by volunteers.  This is an 

£750 



clean the 
non-slip 
flooring in 
the village 
hall. 

arduous task and not fully effective.  

 Benefit comes from easing the work load 
of volunteers and maintaining the village 
hall, a parish asset, at the highest 
possible standards. 

 

Councillors voted to approve a grant of £200 to each organisation to support their respective 

applications. 

Councillors would also like to take the opportunity to thank all volunteers who work so hard 

throughout the parish in support our community. 

Refuse Collection – Recent interruption to normal services 

The Parish Council has been in correspondence with Dorset Waste Partnership about the recent 

interruption to normal services.  A combination of staff shortages, sickness and vehicle breakdowns 

meant that service levels could not be maintained.  Councillors have been advised that options to 

address staff shortages are being explored with the Human Resources department.   

For information, when scheduled collections cannot be completed, a service disruption is logged 

electronically by the depot.  This ensures members of the public are informed of the position when 

they try to report that their materials have not been collected either online 

(https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/report-a-bin-problem/missed-bin-

colection.aspx) or by calling Dorset Direct on 01305 221040.  The service disruption should confirm 

the reason for the missed collection and when the collection will be rescheduled by.  Should this 

happen, advice is to leave your bin out, unless the disruption stated that the next scheduled 

collection will be the following week. 

Co-Option of a new Parish Councillor 

At its September meeting Councillors received a short presentation in support of his application to 

join the Parish Council by Andrew Munro, a resident of Affpuddle. 

Councillors accepted Andrew’s application and offered him a warm welcome as a new colleague. 

There remains one further vacancy on the Council.  If anyone is interested in joining please contact 

the Parish Clerk. 
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